CLAIMS 



1. A method for downloading an application to a mobile terminal 
from an application database, the application database containing at 
least a first application wherein the at least one application has a 
selectable lifetime during which the application is executable, said 
method comprising: 

choosing an application of the at least one application 
contained at the application database the application to download to 
the mobile terminal; 

selecting the selectable lifetime of the chosen application 
during which the application is to be executable; 

downloading the chosen application from said application 
database to said mobile terminal; and 

storing indicia of said selectable lifetime in an application- 
license database. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the operation of paying 
a fee for the chosen application wherein the fee for the chosen 
application is a function of said selected lifetime. 

3. The method of claim 2 further comprising the operations 
subsequent to said step of storing of: 

subsequently choosing the application previously chosen during 
said first operation of choosing and previously downloaded during said 
operation of downloading; 

determining whether time remains within the selectable lifetime, 
selected during said operation of selecting; and ' 

again downloading the application from said application 
database and storing said application in said mobile terminal if a 
determination is made during said step of determining that time 
remains in the selectable lifetime. 



16 



4. The method of claim 3 further comprising the operation of paying 
a fee for said operation of again downloading the application that is a 
function of the time remaining in the selectable lifetime. 

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising the operation of 
configuring the chosen application to be deleted from the mobile 
terminal when the selected lifetime for the chosen application expires. 

6. The method of claim 5 further comprising the operation of 
deleting the application from the mobile terminal when said selected 
lifetime expires. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the chosen application is 
programmed to delete itself from the mobile terminal when said 
selected lifetime expires. 

8. The method of claim 1 further comprising the operations of: 
querying said application-license database to obtain the lifetime 

for the chosen application; 

determining if said selectable lifetime for the application has 
expired; and 

deleting the application from the mobile terminal if said 
selectable lifetime has expired. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the operation of choosing an 
application further comprises the operations of: 

accessing a website; and 

selecting a link to the chosen application. 

10. The method of claim 2 wherein said lifetime includes an 
unlimited lifetime. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 0 wherein if the user has selected an 
unlimited lifetime for the chosen application the user may download the 
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application to additional mobile terminals without incurring additional 
fees. 

12. The method of claim 3 wherein the operation of determining 
comprises the operation of comparing said chosen application and said 
selected lifetime to said indicia of said selectable lifetime in said 
application-license database to determine if time remains within the 

5 selectable lifetime selected during said operation of selecting. 

13. The method of claim 1 wherein the selectable lifetime of the 
chosen application is preprogrammed in the application. 

14. The method of claim 1 wherein the selectable lifetime of the 
chosen application is programmed after the selectable lifetime is 
selected. 

15. The method of claim 1 further comprising the operation of 
configuring the chosen application to be deleted from the mobile 
terminal memory when the selected lifetime for the chosen application 
expires, wherein deletion responsive thereto removes a portion of said 

5 chosen application from the mobile terminal. 

16. In a communication system having a mobile terminal capable of 
communicating by way of a radio link with network infrastructure, the 
mobile terminal having memory for at least one application, an 
improvement of apparatus for downloading an application to the mobile 

5 terminal, said apparatus comprising: 

an application database coupled to the network infrastructure, 
said application database containing at least a first application 
downloadable to the mobile terminal, the application having a 
selectable lifetime during which the application is executable; 
10 a detector coupled to the network infrastructure, said detector for 

detecting a request generated by the mobile terminal to have a 
selected application of the at least first application contained at said 
application database downloaded, said detector for obtaining the 
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application from said application database, said detector for 
downloading the application to the mobile terminal for said selected 
lifetime; and 

an application-license database coupled to the network 
infrastructure, said application-license database for storing said 
selected lifetime. 

17. The apparatus of claim 16 further comprising a downloading 
server, said downloading server coupled to said detector, said 
downloading server coupled to said application database, and said 
downloading server coupled to said application-license database. 

18. The apparatus of claim 17 wherein said downloading server 
configures said downloadable application to delete itself from the 
mobile terminal when said lifetime expires. 

19. The apparatus of claim 17 wherein said downloading server is 
configured to compare said request generated by the mobile terminal 
for downloading an application to said selected lifetime for said 
application stored in said application-license database, said 
downloading server downloads said application to the mobile terminal 
for a reduced fee if said requested application has lifetime remaining. 

20. The apparatus of claim 17 wherein said downloadable 
application is preprogrammed with said lifetime, wherein said 
downloadable application deletes itself from the mobile terminal when 
said lifetime expires. 

21. The apparatus of claim 17 wherein said lifetime expires as a 
function of a selected number of transactions. 

22. The apparatus of claim 17 wherein said lifetime expires as a 
function of a selected time. 
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